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Dc-puftY  Coordinator  for  Prisoner  oi 
and  Missing  inaction  Martens 
Department  of  State  . ; 

Brace  i.  Heller  . . '• 

Cbroiaander,  USM  O-J  . . , 

P^oner  oi  Kpr/.Vissmg  in  ^ 

Resources  and  instCiisLiou-  u~lyi  ;”*‘rv. 
Directorate  for  Intelligence  v^e^rc., 
nl^nctp  Intelligence  Acc-ncy  I 


Mr  P^-ser  E . Shields  • 
Deputy4* As 5 i s t ant  Secretary  of  Defense  , 
(Internationnl  Security  At  •*. ai;i ' 

International  Economic  -«.riair--.  Adairs 
and  Prisoner  of  War/Missing  m Action  Af.air, 
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SUBJECT 


William  W.  Wells  _ i 

Deputy  Director  tor  opvi  s^i^***  , 

'l.  Ueriejw*  Retaining  in  S»igon.*n|  Repotted 
Capture  o£  Two  Americans  ^ear  .uns  1--  • j 

2.  American  Prisoners,  Including  War  Wounded, 
Allegedly  Still  Held  in  Vietnam  j 
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S;s  i i,.  > ii  in  May  i976  incl  u\K;J  for  yo:tr  information*  although 
possibly  these  uvo  inti  1 viiRm  1 s arc  no  loaner  in  Vietnam* 

Wr e have  t a k e n n o f ur t h c r a c t.  ' 

. . - ....  ----- — . nr S3f4-5?» J .-T- . -r-r-,: s« . _ 


further  diss e win a t i on . 


tins  report  no 


Attachment  t 

3.5 


Report 

i:  x -p  „ i 


/ y V ? X £ 


-76 


* 

i 


'afe-assa*5*11  " 


FIR- 317/09155- 7& 
COUNTRY:  „ VI ETNA 


MARCH- 


SUBJECT : 


1,  f>  \ * £'  ”3  T /■'  * * r Q ^ f A > » t f * ? /■* 

A - .fv.M Jb  K x L v. \ b h -c,-:A  i,vi,vo 


:con*  ANI 


SOURCE 


S-rU'  J UftE  v'i'  J J'W  *ViCi»iUrt.N. 


ALLEGEDLY  STILL  BEING  HI 


r v t ^ T TD-T^.l  > *s  / 

k i 3 if 


.^Hs  i VcraT^j  3^*s-!Pb  i?3^B=  iS^TS-TiVl  Sijfe  I *aSS«s  i n"i£sSS!i  3=  5^»£=S?5En.SiV«S-^£^'2S'=^1*  ;-c 


mmmm 


■>,  v-CI  •■  ;> 


gg|gfip|§{jgggg)j^^ 

^"i-^ : sK&lPlLJ^^U&'SSi^CKr:^  J S:C -TL1*; ° JETS'* '“■  ^S-V  -? -V’v.  i^-J- ■>■=-•-- J-  *■  = " -"' 


iiipi®spiii& 

«g3jSS^SS4@i^b2S^>S^g|^^ 


-<"-JUN-1982 


RELEASE. 


I 


$ 


i\ 

K 

i 


v 

"S 

\ 

\' 

? 

a\ 

1 

i • 

i 


\ 

m\ 


yf 


S 


y 


i SUMMARY . AS  OF  MID-MAY  1976  TWO  AMERICANS  WHO  WERE  FORMERLY 

A 

EMPLOYED  AT  LONG  BINH  BASE  WERE  LIVING  IN  THE  INTERNATIONAL  RED 
■CROSS  COMPOUND  IN  SAIGON.  THEIR  NICKNAMES  AND  PHYSICAL  DESCRIPT I 
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•J.  £ uA  ARS  given,  in  LATE  NOVEMBER  1975.  THE  COMMUNISTS  CLAIMED  THE 
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,■2? " CAPTURE  OF  TWO  AMERICAN  AND  ABOUT  2D  VIETNAMESE  IN  VUNG  TAU  AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY  THE  COMMUNIST  AUTHORITIES  THERE  HELP  A MOCK  TRIAL 
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TO  T.RY  TiiiiSS  PRISONERS.  IN  MAY  1976  A NORTH  VIETNAMESE 
CADRE  WHO  HAD  EDO  SENT  TO  SAIGON  TOLD  A SOUTH  VIETNAMESE 
CONTACT  THAT  HE  HAS  SEEN  "MANY"  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN 
iiMOi  WHO  WERE  SUFFERING  FROM  WAR  WOUNDS  OR  MENTAL  DISORDERS. 
IN  THE  FIRST  HALF  OF  1976  NORTH  VIETNAMESE  OFFICERS  TOLD  A 
SAIGON  BLACK  MARKETEER  THAT  SERIOUSLY  ILL  AMERICAN  PRISONERS 
WERE  STILL  BEING  HELD  IN  NORTH  VIETNAM  BECAUSE  THE  COMMUNISTS 
FEARED  THE I R RELEASE  WOULD  HAVE  AN  UNFAVORABLE  IMPACT  ON 
PUBLIC  OPINION.  IN  EARLY  JULY  1S76  A NORTH  VIETNAMESE 
SECURITY  OFFICIAL  PROCESSING  A GROUP  DEPARTING  VIETNAM  AT 
TAN  SON  NILJT  AIRPORT^  WHEN  PURPOSELY  PROVOKED  BY  A QUESTION 
ON  AMcKl CAN  PRISONERS^ STILL  IN  VIETNAM,  REPLIED  THAT  "THEY 
WOULD  BE  HANDLED  SEPARATELY. ’*  END  SUMMARY. 
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I.  TWO  MALE  AMERICANS  WERE  LIVING  I-N  THE  INTERNAL  IG.wvi. 
RED  CROSS  (IRC),  COMPOUND  IN  SAIGON  AS  OF  MID-MAY  1976.  BOTH 
MSN  FORMERLY  KERB  EMPLOYED  AT  LOSS  SINK  ^WKtKBKKBB 


e>«  tvv  Ti'.'n  AMpRTCANS  APPROXIMATELY  10  DAYS  BEi-Oxii 

i 

22  MAY  I97&. 

2.  ONE  OF  THE  llEN  WAS  NAMED  "JOHNNY"  OR  JIMMY"  (LNU>  HE 
“WAS  2 8*30  YEARS  OLD,  APPROXIMATELY  170  POUNDS,  AND  5 FEti  8 
INCHES  TALL*.  HE  HAD  CURLY  DARK  BRGL'N  HAIR  WITH  A GOATEE,  BROWN 
EYES,  FAIR  COMPLEXION MUCH  BODY  HAIR,  AND  HO  NOT  ICE  A3  Lb  SCAks. 
HE  WORE  GLASSES  AND  HAD  A MANNERISM  WHICH  WAS  DESCRIBED  AS 
SHRUGGING  HIS  SHOULDERS  OFTEN.  THIS  MAN  WAS  KNOWN  TO  SPEAK  ONLY 

ENGLISH.  HIS  HEALTH  APPEARED  TO  BE  GOOD. 

3.  THE  SECOND  MAN  WAS  NAMED  "BILL"  (LNU) . Hfc  WAS  IN  h.IS 

EARLY  30 fS,  WAS -LESS  THAN  S FSET  8 INCHES  TALL,  AND  rfuluHfcD 
ABOUT  ISO  POUNDS.  HE  HAD  DARK  BROWN  HAIR,  A kUDDT  COMPLEXION, 
AND  NO  NOTICEABLE  MANNERISMS.  IN  ADDITION  TO  ENGLISH,  HE  SPOKE 
SOME  VIETNAMESE  AND  A LITTLE  FRENCH.  1 
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IN  VUNG  TAU  f IpHI  4W'->  ivLL 


W0  iWEMOLSSM-B  ABOUT  20  VIETNAMESE  HAD  KEEN  CAPTURED  IN 

tHE  SMALLER  OF  TWO  MOUNTAIN  AREAS  NEAR  BA-fu 

, i^S#®ftM®®K^§^THE  COMMUNIST  AUTHORITIES  hM>  M-yuiivb.. 
TAU*  . . . _ ^ ^ v ! r- 


««.  TO  CO  TO  THE  CITV  CENTER  WHERE  THEY  SAW  *o 

m ABOUT  20  VIETNAMESE  TIED  TOGETHER  BEING  MARCHED  THROUGH 
raE  STREETS.  THE  AUTHORITIES  STATED  THESE  PRISONERS  HAD  BEEN 
CAPTURED  IN  THE  SMALLER  MOUNTAIN  AREA,  WHICH  WAS  PLACED  OFF 
LIMITS  BECAUSE  OF  THE  CONTINUED  PRESENCE  OF  RESISTANCE  FORCES^ 

THERE.  «MMi  PID  N0T  tm,m  fc‘SIT'1  m$U^ 
DESCRIPTIONS  OP  THE  AMERICANS  THEY  SAW.  ON  A SUBSEQUENT  VISI.  ,, 

TO  VUNG  TAB  SEVERAL  WEEKS  LATER,  •>  ** 

— * HEARD  OVER  LOUDSPEAKERS  THAT  A MOCK  TRIAL  FOR  THESE 

' , r-~T- in  •; ; Ay  qpen  BEACH  ARfcA*  A i Y<Hi’~H 

PRISONERS  WAS  u,»i>uU-«  * - " Tue  , 

, CONSIST  PROSECUTORS  SAID  THAT  ANYONE  BEARING  ARM,  »*U  £ , 

‘ COMMUNIST  REGIME  WOULD  BE  SENTENCED  TO  DEATH.  NO  PRISON  kS  W , 

PRESENT  AT  THE  TRIAL  AND  NO  SPECIFIC  MENTION  OF  AMERICANS  N,S  - 
2 DURING  THE  TRIAL.  ALTHOUGH  ALL  PRISONERS  WERE  SENTENCED  TO  . 
VATH  PWdIB  not  KNOW  WHETHER  ANY  OF  THE  AMekK,nS  WERE 
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EXECUTED*.  BUT  VUNG  TAU  RESIDENTS  SAID  THAT  ONE  VIETNAMESE 
EX” COLONEL  CAPTURED  ON  THAT  OCCASION  HAD  BEEN  KILLED. 
(HEADQUARTERS  COGENT:  WHETHER  THE  TWO  CAPTURED  INDIVIDUALS 

IDENTIFIED  AS  "AMERICANS”  WERE  ACTUALLY  NON -AMERICAN 
CAUCASIANS  CANNOT  EE  DETERMINED.  ALTHOUGH  THE  COmmUNjsT 
AUTHORITIES  CLAIMED  THESE  !! AMERICANS”  WERE  INVOLVED  IN 
RESISTANCE  ACTIVITIES,  THEY  POSSIBLY  WERE  MERELY  IN  HIDING 
IN  VUNG  TAU,  WHICH  IS  A WELL  KNOWN  ATM: A FuR  is5LA.Pi; 

VIETNAM  BY  BOAT.  NO  FURTHER  INFORMATION’  WAS  OBTAINED  ON 
THE  CONDITION,  TREATMENT  AND  FATE  OF  THESE  ’’AMERICANS.’*} 

• S.  IN  MAY  1976..jgPiSMP  A SAIGON.  RESIDENT  f—| 

SAID  A FRIEND  OF  HIS  TOLD  OF  SEEING 
"MANY’’  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IN  THE  HANOI  AREA.  THE  FRIEND  ADDED 
THAT  ALL  OF  THE  PRISONERS  WERE  EITHER  SERIOUSLY  INJURED,  I.E. 
CRIPPLED  BY  WAR  WOUNDS  OR  SUFFERING  FROM  MENTAL  DISORDERS 


4 RELATING  TO  THEIR  LONG  IMPRISONMENT  OR  HARSH  TREATMENT 
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(HEADQUARTERS  COMMENT : THE  TIME  FllAMfc  FOR  Thu  v'-‘ 

OF  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  IS  UNKNOWN.  SINCE  SOME  OF  TtffcSfc  AhuRUAivS 

^ TUCV  com  D 

V^ERB  REPORT  EDIT  SUFFERING  t-Kt-ri  aak  hw^vi,  i — - 

POSSIBLY  BE  PRISONERS  OF  WAR.)  _ 
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6.  IH  THE  FIRST  HALr  ur  U /6, 
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VIETNAMESE  C. 
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SAID  THAT  ON  SEVERAL,  OCCASION'S  NVA  OFFICERS  ggiji|§8S*8grf 

.jffKHfts*™  that  American  prisoners  were  still  being  ibm> 
WHWairvIETHAM.  THEY  ALSO  TOLD  HER  THAT  SINCE  THESE 
PRISON  WERE  ALL  SICK  OR  BADLY  INJURED,  THE  DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC  OP  VIETNAM  (DRV)  AUTHORITIES  WERE  AFRAID  Or  A POSSIBLE 
, UNFAVORABLE  IMPACT  ON  PUBLIC  OPINION  SHOULD  THEY  BE  RELEASED. 

*■■  (HEADQUARTERS  COMMENT : THE  TIME  FP.AME  FOR  THE  CONTINUED 
, DETENTION  OF  THESE  AMERICAN  PRISONERS  Is  UNKNOWN.) 

>.  W.  JULY  1576.  WHHHBi  * NVA  SECURITY  °F,!ICIAl  ' 

. AT  TAN  SON  NHUT  AIRPORT  WHO  WAS  PROCESSING  A GROUP  OF  FOREIGNERS 
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